SATAN – THE GOD OF THIS WORLD
2 CORINTHIANS 4:4
· He is served (worshipped) by the vast majority of men.
· John 12:31, "Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out.” How? V. 32.
· Eph. 2:2, “in which (sins) you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air… the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience.”  Where does Satan successfully work? In the sons of disobedience.
· 1 John 5:19, “We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the power of the wicked one.”  Whole world? Matt. 7:13, 14, only a “few” find the narrow way.
· Being a “god” Satan is worshipped.  Rev. 13:4, “So they worshiped the dragon who gave authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast?”
· At that time the worship of the emperor. Burn incense to his image. But he’s the author of all false religions. 
· The beast that came up out of the earth (Rev. 13:11) is allied with the dragon.
· At that time probably refers to the Roman Concilia (Commune) that promoted worship of emperor and pagan deities. But also represents every false teacher. 
· Islam, Catholicism, Calvinism, Watchtower, Pentecostalism, Mormonism, many others. 
· 2 Cor. 11:13, 14, “such are false apostles, transforming themselves … no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light.” 
· He has his false imitation of everything.  So naturally he has his own christs, bibles (NWT; Book of Mormon), churches, prophets, apostles, ministers, doctrines. 
· Satan takes away the word! Matt. 13:19, “when anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, then the wicked one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart.” Luke 11:52, “Woe to you lawyers, for you have taken away the key of knowledge.”
· 1 Tim. 4:1-3, “Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons,  2 speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron, 3 forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from foods which God created to be received …”
· 1 John 4:1, “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.”
· These “spirits” have bodies. They are false teachers. Denied that Christ had come in the flesh. Many deny Deity of Christ –  Jews, Moslems, Mormons, Watchtower … 
· Rev. 13:11, the second beast (false prophet, Rev. 16:13) “he had two horns like a lamb and spoke like a dragon” 
· Matt. 7:15, “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing”
· Acts 20:29, “after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock.”
· 2 Thessalonians 2:9, “The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders. 10, and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved.”
· Satan has many servants.  He is a spirit, but he works through his servants, who are victims of Satan. The Jews were servants of Satan, Matt. 16:1, They “came testing Him… show them a sign …” Trying, proving Him.
· He has children (imitators), Jn. 8:44, “You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do.” Acts 13:10.  1 John 3:10, “In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: Whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does not love his brother.”
· Has angels. Matt. 25:41, "Then He will also say to those on the left hand, 'Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels.”
· He has spiritual hosts of wickedness.  Eph. 6:12, “we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against… spiritual hosts of wickedness…”
· There are no “demon-possessed” now. In New Testament unclean spirits tormented many people, but did not make them sin. But Satan does enter into people to make them sin, but with their permission!  
· James 1:14, “each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own lusts and enticed.” 
· Jn. 13:27, “Now after the piece of bread, Satan entered him. Then Jesus said to him, “What you do, do quickly.” Satan entered him with his permission.
· Acts 5:3, “ But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of the land for yourself?”
· Clear illustrations of James 1:14. 
· Satan has many captives. 2 Tim. 2:26, Teach them so “that they may come to their senses and escape the snare of the devil, having been taken captive by him to do his will.”  “Snare” means to be under the control of another – whether relative, friend, priest, pastor or evangelist, “my preacher.” Many religious prisoners. 
· But remember: 1 Jn. 4:4, “He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.” Phil. 4:13; Rom. 8:31
· Just be sure to wear the Christian armor, Eph. 6:10-18, Girded with Truth … righteousness …gospel … shield of faith… helmet of salvation … sword of the Spirit (Word) … prayer … watchful with all perseverance …
· The strategy of Satan, Eph. 4:18, 19. First, “having their understanding darkened.” Confuses, deceives, disturbs. Second: “excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart…” “Forget reason, seek what you desire, what pleases you.”  Third, “being past feeling.” The conscience is cauterized, they have lost control of their lives. Fourth: “have given themselves over to lewdness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.” Now the brakes are off!
· Satan can make us ineffective. Can leave us crippled, blind, weak.  Rev. 3:17, “you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked.” Heb. 12:12, 13, “hands which hang down, feeble knees .. what is lame may be healed.” Is the church an army or is it a hospital? 
· Satan left the Corinthians divided and carnal, tolerating a fornicator, going to law against brethren, perverting Lord’s Supper.
· He left the Galatians with a perverted gospel, biting and devouring each other. 
· How does God protect us in the spiritual war against Satan? 
· He translates us into His kingdom, Col. 1:13; (same as adding us to church).
· He gives us all spiritual blessings, Eph 1:3 (Bible, prayer, church fellowship).
· Satan works through his lies, but if we know the whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27). we will not be deceived by him.
· Matt. 4:1-11, three times, “It is written.”  Importance of the Word of God. Psalm 119: 11, 27, 46 - 48, 97, 105, 148.  Col. 3:15, If only we will let the word of Christ dwell in us richly, we will be armed against the devices of Satan. 
· Conclusion. It is indispensable that we believe that Satan exists, that he is the deceiver, the tempter, the great adversary, the number one enemy.
· But also we must believe that we can resist him and also if we do it, he will flee from us, James 4:7; 1 Cor. 10:13. 
· 2 Cor. 10:3-5, There is an on-going spiritual war to gain the mind, will and emotions for obedience either to God or Satan.
· We can conquer him because Christ conquered him. 1 Jn. 3:8; Lk. 10:18; 11:21, 22; Jn. 12:31; Eph. 4:8. 
· His sentence awaits him, Matt. 25:41. 
