The Tongue -- Correct and Incorrect Use

Introduction. The tongue can cause much harm and also can produce great good.

A. “By your words will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned,” Matt. 12:37.

B. “Death and life are in the power of the tongue,” Prov. 18:21.

C. “He who guards his mouth preserves his life,” Prov. 13:3.

D. “If anyone does not stumble in word, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle the whole body” James 3:2. 

E. In order to control the tongue it’s necessary to control the heart. 
Mark 7:21, “For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts … wickedness … blasphemy  …” “Of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks,” Matt. 12:34.
I. Some of the principal sins of the tongue.
A. Lying: … to cover another sin,… or to avoid hurting someone’s feelings, … 
or to take advantage of others, … or to avoid problems (especially punishment). 


God hates “the lying tongue,” Prov. 6:17

Eph. 4:25, “putting away lying, "Let each one of you speak truth with his neighbor," for we are members of one another.”

Not lie to bill collectors (“mama says she is not here”), to the IRS, employer, customers; not say we’re sick so we won’t have to go to work, school, church. 
Can’t deceive God!  “All liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death,” Rev. 21:8. 
B. Gossip, defame, slander. “You shall not go about as a talebearer among your people,” Lev. 19:16. 

“A talebearer reveals secrets, But he who is of a faithful spirit conceals a matter,” Prov. 11:13.

“She told me what you told her in confidence … and she told me not to tell you what she said… So don’t tell her that I told you…” 

Remember that if someone will reveal a secret about someone else to you…
he (she) will do the same thing to others about you.

“I’m telling you this in confidence.” “Okay, when I tell others I’ll tell them it’s confidential.” 

Prov. 26:20, “For lack of wood the fire goes out, And where there is no talebearer, contention quiets down,” … Prov. 16:28“a whisperer separates the best of friends.”

“The north wind brings forth rain, And a backbiting tongue an angry countenance,” Prov. 25:23.  So resist the gossiper! Let him/her know that your ears are not trash cans for their gossip.

Do we like to hear those who criticize and condemn brethren? Do we criticize and even make fun of other brethren so that we can feel more holy and faithful? Do we talk about others, even brethren, because we aren’t capable of discussing Bible subjects or at least important ideas and subjects? 

Remember that the damage done to someone’s reputation can’t be repaired. 
Release feathers from a pillow in the wind – Then try to gather them up! 

Prov. 18:13, “He who answers a matter before he hears it, It is folly and shame to him… “

Prov. 18:17, “The first one to plead his cause seems right, Until his neighbor comes and examines him.” 
C. What about flattery?  It’s pure hypocrisy to praise someone in his presence …
and then knife him in the back in his absence. 

 “Faithful are the wounds of a friend, But the kisses of an enemy are deceitful,” Prov. 27:6.

“He who rebukes a man will find more favor afterward Than he who flatters with the tongue,” Prov. 28:23.
D. Cutting words. 

“A gentle answer turns away wrath, But a harsh word stirs up anger,” Prov. 15:1.

“A wrathful man stirs up strife, But he who is slow to anger allays contention,” Prov. 15:18. 

“Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter (harsh) toward them,” Col. 3:19. 
E. Sarcasm. “There is one who speaks like the piercings of a sword, But the tongue of the wise promotes health,” Prov. 12:18.

“They sharpen their tongues like a serpent,”  Ps. 140:3; 

“their tongue is a deadly arrow,” Jer. 9:8. 

F. Corrupt speech. 

“Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification,” Eph. 4:29.

“Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks,” Eph. 5:4. 

Sexual jokes, insinuations… TV, videos replete with corrupt language. 
G. Profane use of the name of God. 

Hypocritical swearing, Matt. 23:16-22; James 5:12. Also saying “My God,” “Jesus Christ” as expressions to emphasize, when excited, etc.

“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain,” Ex. 20:7. 

“Holy and awesome is His name,” Psalm 111:9. 
H. Sow discord among brethren, one of the seven things God hates, Prov. 6:16-19.
I. Murmur. Complaints, criticisms made with a bad attitude.

“Do all things without complaining and disputing,” Phil. 2:14; 

“Do not speak evil of one another,” James 4:11. 
J. Cursing. “Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away from you, with all malice,” Eph. 4:31.

Expressions that use the terms “hell” and “damn” are curse words.

“Sissy cussing” – “Darn,” “Heavens, no” (comparable to “loose swearing”) 
K. What about simply talking too much?

“In the multitude of words sin is not lacking, But he who restrains his lips is wise,” Prov. 10:19.

“What she says is truth but she really knows  a LOT of truth!”

We don’t have to tell every truth we know. There is much truth that should not be repeated. Does it help? Edify? Purpose? 

 “He who guards his mouth preserves his life, But he who opens wide his lips shall have destruction,” Prov. 13:3.

“Even a fool, when he keeps silent, is considered wise,” Prov. 17:28.
“Don’t show your ignorance.” 

With good reason, then, James 3:6 says, “and the tongue is a fire; a world of iniquity.” 


James 3:2, “If anyone does not stumble in word, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle the whole body.” 

James 3:3, “Indeed, we put bits in horses’ mouths that they may obey us, and we turn their whole body.” 
II. Words that save and edify. “But the tongue of the wise promotes health,” Prov. 12:18.
A. Teach the gospel. “those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word,” Acts 8:4.

“Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to him,” Acts 8:35. 
B. Spread knowledge. “The tongue of the wise uses knowledge rightly,” Prov. 15:2;

“The lips of the wise disperse knowledge,” Prov. 15:7.

Relatives, friends of the members do not know the Bible. 

If each person or each family would have only one study of an hour or half an hour each week…  The result would be marvelous. .. There would be conversions, restorations, better attendance and growth of every kind.
C. Encourage others. “Anxiety in the heart of man causes depression, But a good word makes it glad”, Prov. 12:25. Think of the “one another” passages.

“A man has joy by the answer of his mouth, And a word spoken in due season, how good it is!” Prov. 15:23. 

We are capable of speaking good words. We can impart knowledge, turning on the light of understanding of many people. It is only a matter of doing it! 

D. Use the tongue to exhort (in love).  “exhort one another daily, while it is called "Today," lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin,” Heb. 3:13.

“A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold In settings of silver,” Prov. 25:11. 
E. Confess Christ, Matt. 10:32; Rom. 10:10; Acts 8:37.
F. Confess sins, James 5:16; Matt. 3:6. Not simply “I have sinned.” 


Acts 8:22, “this your wickedness.” Acts 19:18, “confessing their deeds.”

“Ashamed”! “Embarrassing”! SIN is what’s shameful! “Own up to it!” If it’s mine, accept it, confess it and get forgiveness.
Conclusion.
A. “let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath,” James 1:19.
B. “If anyone thinks himself to be religious, and yet does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this man's religion is worthless,” James 1:26.
C. "I will guard my ways, Lest I sin with my tongue; I will restrain my mouth with a muzzle, While the wicked are before me,“ Psalm 39:1.
D. “Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart Be acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, my strength and my Redeemer,” Psalm 19:14. 
